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however, appear to have been groundless, for the Pope
attached no importance to the accusation against
him, convinced of his innocence, as he informed him.
Thereupon public opinion looked about for some
other likely person upon whom to fasten its indict-
ment, and lighted upon Giuffredo Borgia, Gandia's
youngest brother. Here, again, a motive was not
wanting. Already has mention been made of the
wanton ways of Giuffredo's Neapolitan wife, Dona
Sancia. That she was prodigal of her favours there
Is no lack of evidence, and it was said that amongst
those she admitted to them was the dead Duke.
Jealousy, then, it was alleged, was the spur that had
driven Giuffredo to the deed; and that the rumour of
this must have been insistent is clear when we find the
Pope publicly exonerating his youngest son, in the
Consistory held on the igth June.
Thus matters stood, and thus had public opinion
spoken, when in the month of August the Pope or-
dered the search for the murderer to cease. Bracci,
the Florentine ambassador, explains this action of
Alexander's. He writes that His Holiness knew who
were the murderers, and that he was taking no fur-
ther steps in the matter in the hope that thus, con-
ceiving themselves to be secure, they might more
completely discover themselves.
Bracci's next letter bears out the supposition that
he writes from inference, and not from knowledge. He
repeats that the investigations have been suspended^
and that to account for this some say what already he
has written, whilst others deny it; but that the truth
of the matter is known to none.
Later in the year we find the popular voice denounc-